The Biennial Convention. /ﬂ/‘

Emily Hoppin.

Nearly three thousand women regis-
tered as delegates, alternates or
visitors to the eleventh biennial
convention of the General Federation
of Women’s Clubs of the United
States, which was held in San Francis-
co June 25—July 5.

The clubs of San Francisco had hoped
to have had a beautiful auditorium in
which to hold the biennial meeting, but
finally had to be contented with the
Sutter street pavilion, more familiarly
known as Dreamland Rink.

It seemed impossible to make the
big building look like anything but a
barn, but to the fertile brain and deft
fingers of Mrs. Mary Bates McLellan
of Mill Valley, nothing was impossible,
and a veritable fairyland greeted the
vast audience. Colored electric globes
and Japanese lanterns gave color and
light. Wreaths of evergreen, pines
and cedars, branches of the pepper trees
and palms made the hall a bower.

Walls made of khaki formed a long
corridor the entire length of the build-
ing. Here, as you entered, the restful
feeling that comes with the breath of
the hills, was given by the rustic seats,
pine branches with their cones, and
beautiful woodwardia ferns.

Passing on, another space, festooned
with kelp and other seaweeds among
which shone the reds and greens of ab-
alone shells gave the thought of the
klue Pacific.

Again the Indian blankets, rugs and
baskets, with appropriate pictures and
great branches of cacti, brought to all
the thought of the original tribes that |
roamed our state, while heavily carved |

furniture, rugs and bamboos gave to |

another place the touch of the Orient, |

|
Easy chairs, desks and tables made‘f
the entire corridor a rest room, while |
the emergency hospital and dressing |
rooms, telephone booth and post office
were conveniences all appreciated.

Mrs. Philip N. Moore, of St. Louis,
presided through the entire ten days
with wonderful ability and poise. N(Jf;
once did she lose her hold on her con- |
vention. Her rulings were alwaysf
fair, and she never failed to consider |
justice to the minority"

The convention seemed like our very
own with the discussion of civil service |
reform, the legal and economic status |
of women, the pe::ce movement, social
hygiene, industrial and social condi-;
tions. To these subjects were added |
some of which we do not hear in our
conventions, butin which every one of

|

{ arranged by Miss Woolley, president of

Childhood.

When the Lord of the great and the
little,

The potter whose hand shapes our
clay

Sets a child in the midst of the market
Where the world peoples chaffer all
day,

| Sets a child with its innocent questions,
Its flower-face dimpled and fine,

In the very heart’s core of the clamor,
A thought of the Maker Divine.

And men, in their lust for dominion,
Their madness for silver and gold,
Crush the beauty and charm of that

spirit,
Make] 1the flower-face withered and
old,

Bind the hands and the feet with a
tether
That childhood can never untie,
Deem not that Jehovah unheeding

Looks down from the heights of the
sky.
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us should be interested as closely re-
lated to our own work for total absti-
nence and prohibition; namely, house-
hold economics, conservation of water
and forests, and the great play ground
movement. The first and last espec-
ially are closely interwoven with tem-
perance work.

The music of the convention was un-
der the general direction of Madame
Emilia Tojetti. The first evening a
complimentary concert was given to
the delegates and visitors by the local
Biennial Board. This was conducted
| by Herman Perlet. One day beautiful

|

‘; music was given in the Berkeley Greek
| theatre; this also by the courtesy of
|the local Biennial Board. Music of
Spanish dances, Zuni and American
Indian songs, Hawaiian music and Al-
len Dunn’s Yosemite legends, told by
Dr. H. J. Stewart, and sung by Mrs.
J. FE. Birmingham, gave originality
and western color that were thoroughly
enjoyed by all.

A vesper service Sunday afternoon

Mt. Holyoke, made every heart echo
the words of the processional hymn,
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Rest comes at length: though life be long and
dreary,
The day must dawn, and darksome night be
passed,
Faith’s journey ends in welcome to the weary,
And heaven, the heart’s true home, will come
at last.”

Luella Clay Carson, president of Mills
College gave the address of the after-
noon, taking for her subject, Paul be-
fore Agrippa, when after telling his
wonderful story, be says ‘““Whereupon,
O King Agrippa, I was not disobedient
unto the heavenly vision.”” As a fit-
ting close to the beautiful service the
words of the recessional hymn went
with us as a benediction,

“Uirant us Thy peace throughout our earthly life,

Our balm in sorrow, and our stay in strife;
Then, when Thy voice shall bid our conflict cease,

Call us, O Lord, to Thy eternal peace.”

Professor Maria L. Sanford, of the
University of Minnesota, struck the
keynote of the convention in her ad-
dress on ‘“Moral Power in the School-
room,’”’ ‘‘Education,”” she said, ‘‘is
not for a means of livelihood, but of
life. Moral training in the school room
should offend no seet, but ‘whatsoever
things are pure, whatsoever things are
lovely, whatsoever things are of good
report,’” mothers wish to have instilled
into their children.’’

“We ask for college degrees, and
scholarly attainments, but do not ask
for teachers of moral power.”” She
spoke of Mary Lyon and Alice Free-
man, who taught no new doctrines but
demanded truth and honesty. Of col-
lege girls, she said, “bring back to
their homes only ideas of ease and
comfort, then their education has fail-
ed; better to graduate from the
cross-roads school house, than from a
university that counts as puritanic the
teaching of the great Master’’

Civil Service Reform in its various
forms received much attention. Mrs.
Frank White, of North Dakota, in a
talk on ‘‘Junior Citizenship’’ said if
boys had proper exercise in the day-
time, they would have no time for dis-
sipation at night, and one half the boys
in the reformatories could have been

“Hark! Hark, my soul! Angelic songs are s relling |
O’er earth’s green fields and ocean’s wave beat ;
ore, \l

How sweet the truth those blessed st 5 are \
|

sin shall be no more. 1

ar them si |

g, |

u come!” |
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el leads us home. |

And through the da
The musie of the

Fa away, like

ning pealing,
The voice of Jesu

nds o’er land and sea,
And laden souls by thousands, meekly stealing,
King Shepherd, turn their weary steps toThee.

saved if this had been given them.

Dr. Clark Hetherington, one of the
lecturers at the summer school of the
university, spoke along the same line,
and explained the aims of the play-
ground movement, what it strives to
prevent, what should be avoided and the
benefits to be attained, urging as an
incentive to playground work the
thought previously brought out by Mre -
White.
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{Continued on page 8 )

Mrs. Tabor of Massachusetts spoke
of the helpfulness of the merit system
which she defined as “putting and
keeping in office those best fitted for
the places.”” She asked that greate.r
publicity be given civil service exami-
nations, and reform legislative laws.

Mrs. Cole, of Nebraska, spoke of the
merit system as it affected institution.s
of charities and corrections, saying it
was impossible to believe that women
could be indifferent, when they saw
criminality on the increase.

Home Economics, a subject always
near women’s hearts, was ably treated
by Mrs. Olaf N. Guldlin and Mrs. W.
E. Miller of Indiana, and Mrs. Hessler
of Illinois. The latter treated the sub-
jeet of reform in dress, saying the
standard should be primarily comfort;
then harmony, which includes beauty;
this does not mean complicated decora-
tion, but attractiveness of material,
simplicity and individuality. She spoke
forcibly of the dress of the girls of the
present day which lends itself to the
growth of immorality.

Mrs. Miller told of practical work
along social lines that had been done. in
South Bend, Indiana, by interesting
girls in literary work as well as pleas-
ure.

Mrs. Guldlin followed with the
thought that true civilization must
write its own history in the develep-
ment of man, and this must be done by
making the best use of the agencies of
domestic science, and permanent stan-

endorsed the principle was apparent to

all, yet a resolution to that effect was

killed in committee out of deference to

the opinion of the leading suffragists,

who felt that the time was not yet here |
for the clubs with their varied interests,

to unite on this vital question. Mrs.

Moore, although a suffragist, when the
resolution came from the floor, ruled it
out of order, as the convention had
ordered that all resolations should
come through the committee.

It was a source of deep grief to all,
that Sarah Platt Decker should have
been stricken with her fatal illness.
She spoke once on the helpfulness
of the enfranchised woman in civil
service reform. Her short talk was
heartily applauded.

Among the resolutions passed was |
one endorsing the erection of a colossal |
statue of Peace on the isthmus of
Panama, and also the following.

First—To establish good roads, to in-
clude a Lincoln highway from ocean to
ocean.

Second—To establish a national park, |
to include the Mammoth cave of Ken-
tucky.

Third—To establish a bureau of
national parks.

Fourth—To teach sex hygiene in nor-
mal schools.

Fifth—To train boyvs and girls after
they leave school. .

Sixth—To encourage employers’ lia-
bility bills.

Seventh—To appoint women immi-
gration inspectors at all ports of entry.

dards of health that grow out' of a well
developed body, mind and spirit through

voeational guidance which should be through the results of the prisoners

taught in our schools.

| Eighth—To establish women police.
Ninth—To aid the families of convicts
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| labor.

Miss Helen Varick Boswell, of New \ Tenth—To urge the using of the bible
York, in speaking of ““Industrial and in literary clubs.

and Social Conditions’” urged the pen-

Eleventh—To maintain higher ideals

sioning of widowed and aged mothers | of the stage.

by the government.

| Twelfth—To establish medical in-

Mrs. Frances Squires Potter, one of \\spectlon of schools, school nurses and

the best speakers of the convention,
from her experience in library and

| outdoor schools.

English work, made an eloquert plea | 1o pure food and drug act.

for the study of the Bible in omris Fotsteanth=To  indorse | tha White\
schools from a literary viewpoint. In| slave laws and protest against the light

defining a book suitable for a library, | sontences passed on white slavers.

she said it should do one or all of three i Fifteenth—To protest against the im- |
» L posing of any legal disability on women
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things. It should improve, Insj
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refresh. She also gave a fine addres

on “The Declaration of Peace,” and) giyteenth—To pass uniform marriage
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51 not imposed on men.

= ‘ and divorce laws.
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and intelligent way. Among the speak i

ers was Mrs. E. S. Greene, of our ow

organization.
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The *‘Silences of the Statutes” by |
Mrs. Carpentier of New York City was |

us 1ffrao vl
an eloquent plea for eqadvl) s‘af‘fuge. fn |
v for political equality

fact, the neces

wasdvocated Ly nearly every speaker

Thirteenth—To enforce to a letter

|

|

who spoke ailong the line of pub‘hc
work. That the the convention heartily




